
Dinosaurs on display at museum

Dinosaurs have returned at the Mount Airy Museum of Regional History.  The museum is
playing host to a Tiny Titans: Dinosaurs Eggs & Babies exhibit until the end of May. It opened to
the public on Saturday. “It went really well,” said museum executive director Matt Edwards,
noting he did not have attendance numbers available. Edwards said Saturday the museum saw
a much higher than normal turn-out, especially for the month of February. “A lot of folks came
just for the exhibit.” added Edwards. “I’m pretty optimistic about this one.”

  

According to Edwards, the exhibit offers a rare opportunity for local residents to learn about
dinosaurs. The nearest permanent dinosaur exhibits are located in Raleigh, Asheville and
Martinsville, Virginia. Since the museum has a fairly small area in which it can play host to a
traveling exhibit, dinosaur babies and eggs were a more realistic manner to display dinosaurs
than full-size dinosaurs might have been. Edwards described the set-up process of the exhibit
as a little tough, noting the museum was “a little tight on space.” However, he is pleased with
the way it turned out. Edwards explained the exhibit tells the tale of dinosaurs through hands-on
and visual displays. Children can dig in sand for fossils, read about dinosaurs or view
renderings of baby dinosaurs.

  

The dinosaur displays tap into a new area for the museum. Edwards explained his organization
will be placing more emphasis on the sciences, as the museum is a recent recipient of a
$62,000 grant from the N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences. The grant was used to fund the Tiny
Titans exhibit and a new education position at the museum. It will also fund a few more
temporary exhibits, according to Edwards. Edwards said a grand opening for the exhibit,
scheduled as a “mid-exhibit revival” will occur at some point in March. That “Dino-day” will
include additional activities.

  

The dinosaur exhibit can be viewed during the museum’s regular operating hours, which are
Tuesdays through Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Admission is $6 for adults, $5 for seniors
and $4 for students. Children 4 years old and younger may enter for free. No additional fee is
assessed to view the Tiny Titans displays.  The museum is located at 301 North Main St. in
Mount Airy and may be reached at 786-4478.
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